Acute localized exanthematous pustulosis (ALEP) caused by amoxicillin-clavulanic acid.
A 40-year-old woman was admitted to the hospital for an acute outbreak of multiple pustular lesions with an underlying erythematous base affecting cheeks and chin. These lesions were referred to as "aching". The patient had been taking amoxicillin-clavulanic acid (3 g a day) over the past three days for oral prophylaxis for dental treatment. Given the possible allergic reaction to the drug administered and the extension of the pustular lesions over all face and neck during the following four days, we replaced the amoxicillin-clavulanic acid with another antibiotic with wide range (ciprofloxacin). Resolution of the pustular lesions occurred within ten days and was accompanied by light scarring and pigmentation. On the basis of the close relationship between the administration of amoxicillin-clavulanic acid and the development of the disease, in combination with a rapid, acute resolution as soon as this treatment was interrupted, and all the histologic findings, we consider this to be an unusual type of acute generalized pustular eruption (AGEP) recently defined as acute localized pustular eruption (ALEP) due to amoxicillin-clavulanic acid.